
JOIN THE FIGHT AGAINST 
Prescription Opioid Abuse

Allied Against Opioid Abuse (AAOA) worked with its pharmacy partners — the National Community Pharmacists 
Association (NCPA), National Alliance of State Pharmacy Associations (NASPA) and several state pharmacy 
associations — to develop a suite of resources specific to the pharmacy community.

New resources and tools to help pharmacies combat
the opioid abuse epidemic

Other AAOA partners include: Alliance for Aging Research, American Physical Therapy Association, Be Medwise, 
Caregiver Action Network, Gerontological Society of America, Healthcare Leadership Council, Men’s Health Network, 
Mental Health America, National Association of States United for Aging and Disabilities and the PA Foundation.

Founded by the Healthcare Distribution Alliance (HDA), AAOA is a 
national education and awareness initiative to help prevent abuse 
and misuse of prescription opioids. Our goal is to contribute to 
solving the opioid crisis and support community pharmacists like 
you. We are working on several ways to help you talk with your 
patients about the rights, risks and responsibilities associated with 
prescription opioids.

Your Ally in Addressing Opioid Abuse

Pharmacy Partners



More than 70% said detailed instructions 
from pharmacists would make a meaningful 

difference in addressing the crisis.3   

About 40% of those who misused prescription pain relievers 
in the past year said they got the medicine from a 
friend or relative for free.1

More than two-thirds of patients who have surgery
do not use all of their painkillers and few safely store 
or dispose of these medications.2

Results from a recent Morning Consult poll, commissioned by AAOA, show education is 
needed to raise awareness about safe use, storage and disposal of prescription opioids.

Did You Know?

Nearly 70%
said they would be more likely to safely store 
and dispose of prescription opioids if they were 
given information on the best way to do so.3

Only 22%
said that their pharmacist or healthcare provider has 
discussed safe storage or disposal options.3

Approximately 36% 
said they did not know they needed to 
dispose of leftover prescription opioids.3

Greater Outreach is Needed



Patients’ Rights, Risks and Responsibilities
associated with prescription opioids

As a trusted healthcare professional, you are well positioned to
talk to your patients about prescription opioids.

Rights
Discuss prescription options   
such as partial-fill, talk about   
your patients’ right to make       
an informed decision and   
encourage conversations      
about alternative treatments.

Risks
Make sure your patients 
understand the potential 
risks and side effects of 
prescription opioids.

Responsibilities
Remind patients of their
responsibility to safely use,
store and dispose of pain
medicines. These actions help
to prevent misuse and abuse.

Allied Against Opioid Abuse is a national education and awareness initiative to help prevent abuse and misuse of prescription opioids. 
Our goal is to contribute to solving the opioid crisis in a meaningful way by educating patients about their rights, risks and responsibilities.

¹ 2015 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, SAMHSA: www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/NSDUH-FFR2-2015/NSDUH-FFR2-2015.htm
² JAMA Surgery: www.jamanetwork.com/journals/jamasurgery/article-abstract/2644905
3 The national poll conducted by Morning Consult and commissioned by AAOA surveyed more than 2,000 adults from February 16-18, 2018:  
   www.againstopioidabuse.org/press-release-survey-education

Learn more at www.AgainstOpioidAbuse.org
@AAOA_Tweets

The toolkit will help pharmacists raise awareness among patients and 
caregivers and navigate difficult but important conversations to prevent 
abuse and misuse of prescription opioids. The toolkit includes:

•  Pharmacy Display     •  Provider Engagement Guide
•  Patient Handout     •  Social Graphics
•  Patient Engagement Guide    •  Safe Storage and Disposal Training
•  Tips for Talking with Patients and Caregivers

Educating Your Patients

AAOA Pharmacy Toolkit




