
Allied Against Opioid Abuse Polling Presentation 



Methodology

This poll was conducted by Morning Consult on behalf of Allied Against Opioid Abuse from 
February 16-18, 2018, among a national sample of 2201 Adults. The interviews were 

conducted online and the data were weighted to approximate a target sample of Adults 
based on age, race/ethnicity, gender, educational attainment, and region. Results from the 

full survey have a margin of error of plus or minus 2 percentage points.



Key Points
Ø The majority of adults say they are aware of methods for safe storage and 

disposal of prescription opioids, though only 36% keep their prescription 
opioids in locked cabinets. 

Ø An overwhelming majority of adults say if they knew more about how to 
safely dispose of prescription opioids, they would be more likely to do it.

Ø Most adults have very little awareness about partial-fill for prescriptions, 
and therefore many adults say they are unsure if they would opt-into 
partial-fill or not. 

Ø Healthcare professionals are most trusted for disseminating information 
about prescription medications and opioids.



Adults say HCP-patient conversations about opioid abuse would do a lot to help address the issue 

How much do you think each of the following can help address the opioid abuse crisis in the United States? 
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HCP-patient conversations about opioid 
abuse 

More education for HCPs about addiction

Public education about the risks

Detailed instructions from pharmacists 
at pharmacies 

Fewer pills prescribed in any 
prescription

Government funding towards 
prevention and treatment of opioid 

abuse



Adults say they trust HCPs the most when it comes to information about prescription opioids
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Who do you trust most when it comes to information about prescription opioids?

Healthcare Providers Pharmacists Public Health and 
Patient 

Organizations 

Law 
Enforcement 

Elected 
Officials 



A plurality of adults prefer to receive educational information about prescription opioids through a 
conversation with their healthcare professional

What is your preferred channel for receiving educational information about prescription opioids? 
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An overwhelming majority of adults say their healthcare provider or pharmacist has not spoken 
to them about safe storage or disposal of prescription opioids

Has your healthcare provider or a pharmacist ever spoken to you about safe storage or disposal of prescription opioids?
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Millennials are more likely to say their healthcare provider has spoken to them about safe storage 
or disposal of opioids

Has your healthcare provider or a pharmacist ever spoken to you about safe storage or disposal of prescription opioids?
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And those who have been prescribed opioids are more likely to say their healthcare provider or 
a pharmacist has spoken to them about safe storage and disposal of opioids
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Has your healthcare provider or a pharmacist ever spoken to you about safe storage or disposal of prescription opioids?



While the majority of adults say they are aware of safe disposal methods, a large percentage do 
not know about it

How much have you seen, read or heard about safely disposing of opioids or other prescription medication?
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I wanted to keep them for future 
use

I didn’t know I needed to dispose 
of them

I think they are valuable

I didn’t know how to dispose of 
them

I didn’t have the time to dispose of 
them

The majority of adults say they kept their leftover prescription opioids because they wanted to keep 
them for future use
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Have any of the following factors influenced your decision to keep your leftover prescription opioids instead of disposing of them?



The majority of adults say they have not seen, read or heard anything about partial-fill of 
prescription opioids

How much have you seen, read or heard about partial-fill of prescription opioids?
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With the lack of awareness about partial-fill, adults say they are unsure whether they’d be 
likely to opt-in
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34

26

40

All adults

Likely Not Likely Don't Know

And if it was an option, how likely would you be to opt-into partial-fill for your next prescription?



Men and adults ages 35-44 are most likely to say they would opt-into partial-fill

And if it was an option, how likely would you be to opt-into partial-fill for your next prescription?
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Non-white adults and adults who are prescription opioid users are most likely to say they would opt-into partial-fill
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And if it was an option, how likely would you be to opt-into partial-fill for your next prescription?



The majority of adults say their healthcare provider has not talked to them about alternative 
pain treatments to opioids

Has your healthcare provider talked to you about alternative pain treatments to prescription opioids?
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However, those who have been prescribed opioids are much more likely to say their healthcare 
provider has spoken to them about alternative pain treatments

Has your healthcare provider talked to you about alternative pain treatments to prescription opioids?
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In the medicine cabinet

In a locked cabinet or container

On your person

In your pocketbook or bag

On the kitchen counter

On the coffee table

Most adults say they store their prescription opioids in the medicine cabinet
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Do you store your prescription opioids in any of the following locations? 



An overwhelming majority of adults say their healthcare provider or pharmacist has not spoken 
to them about safe storage or disposal of prescription opioids

Has your healthcare provider or a pharmacist ever spoken to you about safe storage or disposal of prescription opioids?
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The majority of adults say they would be more likely to safely dispose of opioids if they had 
information on how to do it
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More Likely No More or Less Likely Less Likely

If you were to receive information on how to safely dispose of prescription opioids and other medications, how much more or less
likely would you be to safely dispose of prescription opioids and other medications?



The majority of adults say they would be more likely to safely dispose of opioids if their healthcare 
provider talked to them about it
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More Likely No More or Less Likely Less Likely

If your healthcare provider or pharmacist talked to you about safe storage of prescription opioids, do you think you would be 
more or less likely to properly store prescription opioids?



If they had leftover pills, most adults kept their prescription opioids in case they needed them later

After you finished taking your opioid prescription, what did you do with the leftover pills?
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Adults 35-44 are more likely to say they kept their prescription opioids in case they would need them later

After you finished taking your opioid prescription, what did you do with the leftover pills?
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White adults were more likely to say they did not have leftover pills, compared to non-white adults

After you finished taking your opioid prescription, what did you do with the leftover pills?
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I wanted to keep them for future 
use

I didn’t know I needed to dispose 
of them

I think they are valuable

I didn’t know how to dispose of 
them

I didn’t have the time to dispose of 
them

The majority of adults say they kept their leftover prescription opioids because they wanted to keep 
them for future use
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Have any of the following factors influenced your decision to keep your leftover prescription opioids instead of disposing 
of them?




